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I am still jumping her and loving it. We are growing 
together, [...] I will jump her forever as she is my 

favourite jumper and a special mare to me.
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Our Year 7 pupils have been busy exploring the work of 
Georgia O’Keeffe: an American artist renowned for her 
captivating paintings of abstract flowers.

Our pupils began their explorations 

with an introduction to Georgia 

O’Keeffe’s ‘Red Canna’, ‘Blue 

Flower’ and ‘Light Iris’, discussing 

the meaning of abstract art and 

what each of the pieces looked 

like to them. There were fabulously 

interesting responses, from caves 

and peacocks to flames and clouds. 

Through these discussions, pupils 

began to understand that abstract 

art does not need to look like or 

replicate the subject matter per 

se; indeed, it is often composed of 

‘concentrated’ images that show 

shape, line, and colour.

Once pupils had secured a good understanding of the concept of ‘abstract art’ 

we began the exciting process of selecting our own subject matter to transpose 

in the style of Georgia O’Keeffe. To do this, pupils used a viewfinder, which is 

a window or frame used to help 

select specific areas of an image, and 

carefully chose their own ‘zoomed 

in’ view of flower images to use in 

their pieces. From their selected 

image, they practised drawing the 

detail in the image with meticulous 

attention, creating shapes to form 

their abstract artwork.

With their abstract drawing 

completed, pupils explored the use 

of colour and painting skills. They were challenged to paint or colour their piece 

in either a warm or cool colour palette.

I think the results of the pupils’ O’Keeffe abstract flower studies are fantastic!

Mrs Burrows

ARTSPOTLIGHT ON

Freya-Poppy Senior

Eden Mills

Katie Greensted

Lola Dyson
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This week, our children have completed their second full week of their timetable, 
had the opportunity to meet teaching colleagues, collect books and to have 
refamiliarised themselves with our school and its facilities, after working within 
‘bubbles’. I do hope as lessons have got fully underway that your child is enjoying 
school, being with friends and is settling into the normal routines, navigating their 
way around our school with ease.

I have, this week, also seen some truly fabulous lessons and enjoyed seeing our children thoroughly engrossed in their 

learning and actively participating in the numerous activities that colleagues have devised to allow our children to practice 

their application of knowledge and evidence their understanding.

 It has also been a joy to see our children reading and colleagues thoroughly enjoying sharing our whole school reading 

books in Form, as well as seeing so many children around and after school taking the opportunity to read. It is something 

I truly love and I’m very grateful to all for ensuring all of children can share in that experience, while developing their 

vocabulary, comprehension and language skills.

We will also see over the next week our Pupil Planners arriving (delayed due to circumstances beyond our control) and our 

catering provider reviewing the lunchtime arrangements as they adapt to providing a new service.

Over the next few months, as we continue to work with Public Health England (East Riding) we will be working to balance 

the number of in school events for parents against those which will remain virtual. We are conscious that this balance needs 

to be led by the latest public health data with regard to Covid-19, especially as we approach winter and I would ask for your 

support and understanding should we need to move an event or make it virtual at short notice. Also, it has become apparent 

that many events such as Parents’ Evenings have worked well virtually, so we will be consulting with parents to 

decide on how to proceed over the next few weeks.

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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Some events though such as our Welcome to Sixth Form and our Careers Fair 

clearly benefit from being in person – so we have worked hard to either repeat 

the event multiple times to lower numbers or have sought to use a booking or 

one-way system to mitigate any risk to our community or yourself. Clearly, this 

has significantly increased the complexity of such events and workload, as we 

re-work such opportunities, so I would once again ask for your support and 

understanding.

Opportunities like these (our Careers Fair for instance for Year 11) really do 

provide our children with an exciting opportunity to meet prospective post-16 

educational and work providers, to consider future options, while gathering key 

information that will inform their decision.

Our calendar of events can now also be found on our website, so please do 

take the opportunity to review the events that are appropriate for your child 

and to add them to your diary for the academic year ahead.

We have also received enquires from our prospective Year 6 parents and will 

be sharing within the next few weeks details of how you can be part of our 

Welcome Event that will allow you and your child to participate in a range of 

activities including having an opportunity to visit our school.

Finally, thank you to parents who have taking the time to pass on your 

kind messages, send cards or emails – we are incredibly grateful. As winter 

approaches, I would also like to thank parents for continuing to undertake 

lateral flow testing. It will become vital to keeping our community safe and 

ensuring all of our children can continue to access education uninterrupted. 

Over the next week we will also be sharing further information with regard to 

the government’s optional vaccination programme for children.

Do have a great weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2021

Wednesday 8 September –  
Friday 22 October

Monday 1 November –  
Friday 17 December

Spring Term 2022

Tuesday 4 January –  
Thursday 17 February

Monday 28 February –  
Friday 8 April

Summer Term 2022

Monday 25 April –  
Friday 27 May

Bank Holiday –  
Monday 2 May

Monday 6 June –  
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days

Thursday 14 October 2021

Friday 18 February 2022

Monday 25 July 2022
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Ms Minton writes:

Lower School

Cont. Over

It has been lovely this week to sit down 
with Max, Mia, Anya and Alex in Year 8, to 

find out how their start to term has been. As 
I was speaking to them, I realised how amazing it is for 
our pupils to be free to move around our school building 
once again, experiencing lessons within dedicated 
Department spaces and learning alongside a much wider 
group of their peers. I am so proud of how well Lower 
School pupils have approached the new academic year!

Max:
I have loved being able to move freely around the school as it has really helped with my concentration in lessons. The 

change of scenery has been great! I love Thixendale block and particularly the Music Rooms. Getting used to new routines 

and constantly trying to remember where I’m going so as not to be late to lesson has been challenging but I’ve really 

enjoyed the start to term. The extra break in the afternoon allows us to get some fresh air and to re-focus before our next 

lessons.

Mia:

I am a really sociable person so I have particularly loved getting to know more pupils in my year group. I am now sat with 

different children every lesson so I have already started to make new friends. I have found navigating around the school site 

quite hard but there have been so many staff who have pointed me in the right direction and made sure that I 

have got to where I need to be.

Newsletter
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Anya:

I have loved being able to 

experience new subjects 

this year such as Computer 

Science. Computer Science is 

completely different to other 

subjects that I have studied 

and I have liked the technical 

aspect of it as well as being 

based in a Computer Room. 

The challenge is going to 

be getting used to using all 

the new equipment in our 

various practical subjects, 

particularly in Science, but I 

am really looking forward to 

this!

Alex:

Having M9 as a space to go 

at break and lunch times has 

been something that I have 

really enjoyed. I have been 

able to relax and spend time 

with my friends in a quieter 

setting- this has really set me 

up for my lessons.

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School
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Mrs Atkinson writes:

Top of their league! 
The Stamford Bridge Football Team came first in the York League, with zero losses! 

We are so proud of the players, their families and 
the coaches who dedicate such a large amount of 
their time to support this team; these young men 
are truly following their dreams to be ‘top of the 
league’ in football and continue to be brilliant! I 
watched a brilliant match last Sunday, where the team 
demonstrated great skill, commitment, respect for 
each other and their love of the game! The goals just 
kept coming - what a treat! 

The Stamford Bridge Football Team - Match Report: 

Dunnington vs Stamford Bridge, September 9th 2021. Final score: Dunnington 0 – Stamford Bridge 7 

The boys started their defence of the League Title with a tricky away fixture at Dunnington and they certainly put in a 

performance worthy of Champions! 

We started well and had a lot of possession but found it difficult to break down a well-organised Dunnington side, who are 

always capable of causing us problems on the break. We eventually broke the deadlock when Roan reacted quickest in the 

box after a corner, only to slide in the opening goal from close range.

The second half saw us raise our performance to another level and we played some of the best football the boys have ever 

produced; the football was quick and powerful; we took control in midfield and the forwards upped their performances. 

Enzo smashed in a second and we never looked in trouble again. Jamie got on the end of a corner to head us 3 up, Enzo 

completed his hat trick with another cool finish and a penalty and then we scored two of the best goals you’re likely to see; 

they were contenders for goal of the season in the first fixture! Morgan picked up the ball in midfield beating two of the 

opposition before unleashing an unstoppable strike from 30 yards that flew into the top corner. Roan then got 

on the end of another corner with a back-heeled-flick volley into the opposite corner to complete the scoring.

Upper 
School

Cont. Over
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It was great to have Olly back playing after last season’s leg break and every player from the starting XI to the subs who 

came on was magnificent. We saw superb debuts from Luke and Liam!

Goals: Enzo x 3, Roan x 2, Jamie and Morgan.

Man of the Match: Morgan.

A high bar set last night boys; let’s keep the performances at that level.

Some of these young men also play outstanding football for the Pocklington Team - the 

Team came 2nd in Division One in the Selby league, only missing out to Shaw Lane, a 

team that have many academy players! Their coaches Paul Hallam and Neil Millett work 

very hard behind the scenes as volunteer coaches, and have coached these lads for over 

5 years! 

Caleb Wilson and Harry Scrowston were both awarded Manager’s Players of the Year!

Holly tells us of her love of Horse-riding!

In a school where we strive to create a positive and happy atmosphere, and where we take pride in celebrating our pupils’ 

achievements; today we celebrate Holly and her love of horse riding. We encourage enrichment activities both in and out of 

school and I’d like to thank Holly for allowing us to share her love of riding activities over the summer holidays. 

“On 11th July, I was in a horse show, and I had to work hard beforehand to make Alto clean and ready to jump. He 
jumped amazingly! It was my first time jumping Alto on a course like that, but he made everyone so proud. I won a 
Dressage test and I came overall 2nd place. 

On 18th August I entered another jumping competition, but this time I was on a cob called Jazz. I was in the lead for 
time, and took part in the clear round; unfortunately, though, I knocked a pole with my leg, which sadly placed us into 
4th place. 

The most exciting thing about riding over the holidays was jumping Clover. She is a Trotter-cross and isn’t meant 
to jump. However, she loves it and encouraging her is an exciting project for me to be involved in. I am currently 
the only one allowed to jump her which is lovely; she’s the best mare to 
jump because she is so honest. The second time I jumped her, I jumped 
75cm which was amazing as I didn’t expect her to be so careful and love 
jumping as much as she does. I have recently introduced ‘fillers’ to her 
once again and was a bit nervous. But she didn’t hesitate to go over them.

I am still jumping her and loving it. We are growing together, and I am 
finding out her strides more. I will jump her forever as she is my favourite 
jumper and a special mare to me.”

I would like to thank Julie and Holly for allowing us to share her love of riding.

Mrs I Atkinson:  
Head of Upper School
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Mr Charlton writes:

So Yummy Sweet Treats
Sixth Form students continue to approach their studies with determination and focus 
and will soon be able to select additional enrichment opportunities to add to their 
timetables. This could be attending or running extra-curricular clubs; mentoring; 
volunteering; or acting as a subject ambassador. There is much to choose from.

Sixth 
Form

This week I would like to highlight a Year 13 student who 

has grasped an extra-curricular opportunity with both 

hands, James Cousins, and wish him the very best of luck 

as he competes in the final of the Peter Jones Foundation 

‘National Entrepreneur of the Year’ award. 

James is the founder of ‘So Yummy Treats’, a direct-to-

consumer, sweet brand that offers bespoke pick-and-mix, 

sweetcakes and personalised sweetie jars to customers 

across the UK. Partnering with local food bank, the People’s 

Pantry, James’ business model donates a packet for sweets 

to families in need of a treat, with every purchase made 

through the website. With a 5* Scores on the Doors rating, 

James has already gained a loyal following.

The judges noted: “James has created a successful sweet 

brand in So Yummy Sweet Treats that has a true social 

purpose at the heart of it. His confidence in his product 

and his selling platform showcased his abilities as an 

entrepreneur and he has exciting plans to scale the business. 

James demonstrated a strong understanding of his market 

and is already trading with profit.”

To get to the last round, James had to submit a detailed 

business plan and create a five-minute video outlining his 

idea and hopes for the future. He faced questioning from 

business leaders including, Fran Boorman, Founder of 

Goal17; James Garner, a deep-tech Founder and CEO of 

Sticky; and Priscilla Israel, a Peter Jones Enterprise Alumni 

and Co-Founder of Sticky.

For the final James, and three other candidates, will perform 

a live pitch of their idea. They will then face 15 minutes of 

rigorous questioning on their business idea from the panel 

with a £7,000 business investment on offer to the winner. 

You can find out more about So Yummy Sweet Treats at 

www.soyummysweettreats.com.

Best wishes,

Mr M Charlton 

Head of Sixth Form

Picture courtesy of the Pocklington Post: Heather Leach Davidson  
at the People’s Pantry pictured with James Cousins
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Mrs Nicholls writes:

Last week I shared an idea with you about how to support your child 
by using retrieval practice and I outlined an idea called “brain dumping” 

that I had used in my own classes. This week I want to get you thinking a 
little more about retrieval practice and give you some ideas of how you could use 
these strategies at home to help ensure your child’s learning “sticks.”

The principles of Retrieval Practice:

• Retrieval supports children to move learning from their short-term to long-term memory.

• Being able to ‘find’ the information we need, when we need it, is the basis of retrieval practice (it has been taught, but 

has it been learned?) 

• Retrieval practice needs to be regular but not overly repetitive in method. 

• Retrieval practice is a learning tool, not a testing tool.

• Retrieval should be effortful, and children should struggle a little to remember – this helps strengthen memory. 

• Retrieval is most effective if it is spaced (self-quiz learning from yesterday’s lesson, last week’s lesson, last month’s 

lesson).

• Retrieval should be ‘low stake’ (children self-quiz, correct, mark their own quizzes)

I know how busy life can get at home so I wanted to share two retrieval ideas you could use that do not require lots of 

preparation or time, yet will help you to help your child convert their learning from their short to long term 

memory: Cont. Over
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Flashcards 

Get your children to create flashcards with questions on one side and answers on the other; this promotes self or pair 

testing (with someone at home) to ensure active recall. Answers provide instant feedback and guidance whilst also informing 

the child where the gaps in their knowledge are, so they know what they need to return to and focus on. Try to make sure 

children consciously recall the answer (either verbally or in writing) before turning the card over, (otherwise they may think 

they know but have actually just recognised the answer rather than used the memory muscles necessary to retrieve it). 

Top Tips: 

• Parents can get involved by reading the questions and checking the answers.

• Ensure children shuffle their cards when using them, so they don’t recall information in a specific sequence.

• Combine flashcards with spaced practice – over a period rather than cramming.

• Use one question per flashcard to make it explicitly clear where the gaps in knowledge are.

Roadmaps 

Roadmaps can be used to review content from a lesson or several lessons. Get them to draw a simple road map layout on 

paper, with a start and end point. They lend themselves well to subjects that deal with chronology or sequencing as it is very 

similar to a timeline but without the key dates. The focus is to provide an overview of a topic from beginning to end, linked 

with spaced practice. Using the template ask them to retrieve information from memory to fill in the rest. Some examples: a) 

Key events in the life of a significant person b) Key events from a period in history c) Key plot features from a story.

Give it a go and see what information, you can help your children retrieve and retain!

Mrs C Nicholls 
Head of Teaching and Practitioner Development
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Online Safety Advice for Children and Parents

The internet is a great way to connect with your friends and learn new things, but 
it’s also important to stay safe, and this is more important than ever as young people 
spend ever longer periods online.

There are a few ways you can help make sure you and your child are not in danger when using the internet, and we have 

listed some these below:

Be careful what they share online 

• When you choose a profile picture for a social networking website like Tik Tok, Facebook or Twitter, avoid photos that 

could give people you don’t know information about where you live

• Check your privacy settings regularly, including on smart devices like wearables, and ensure they are set to the highest 

possible settings.

• Think about what should be shared in public and what should be kept private.

• Check your location settings – some sites, apps and devices let you share your location with other users. Turning off 

location settings can help protect your privacy

• Learn about how you can take care of your digital footprint i.e. the trail of posts and comments you leave 

on the internet each day. Cont. Over
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Think before you post 

Don’t upload or share anything you wouldn’t want your parents, teachers or friends seeing. Once you press send, it is no 

longer private. Anything you send can be shared with other people and you can’t be sure who will end up seeing it. You lost 

control of your comments, files and photos.

Live streaming and apps like Snapchat can feel safer because they aren’t permanent. But anything you post online can be 

‘screenshotted’ and recorded and if that happens it’s out of your control.

Never share or reveal your passwords 

Use strong passwords that are hard for others to guess, using a mix of letters, numbers and symbols like (like £, $, &, !, etc.). 

Keep passwords to yourself and change them regularly.

If you can access a device remotely, changing the default password can keep it safer and make it harder for other people to 

access.

Be careful who you chat to 

If somebody you don’t know adds you as a friend, ignore them and delete their request. Don’t share personal information 

like your address or phone number with somebody you don’t know and never agree to meet them in the real world.

Remember age restrictions

Most social media sites and apps have minimum age restrictions – most are 13 years minimum and WhatsApp has a 

minimum age limit of 16 years. These restrictions are there for a reason, and reflect the level of maturity and understanding 

needed to use the account responsibly. To create an account, your child must enter their date of birth to ensure they are old 

enough. Entering an incorrect date of birth to create an account for someone who is too young to hold one is breaking the 

terms and conditions.

For more information and advice, visit: www.thinkuknow.co.uk. If you would like more information, or would like support, 

please do contact Mr Sloman (Designated Safeguarding Lead) or Mrs Wright (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead).

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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Literacy Matters
Did you know, a report from the Department for Education called Research evidence 
on reading for pleasure highlighted three pieces of key information for secondary-
aged pupils? They were:

• Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher scores in reading assessments.

• Age affects attitudes to reading and reading behaviour; in general, children 

enjoy reading less as they get older.

• A greater percentage of primary than secondary aged children view 

themselves as ‘a reader’.

As a school, we are determined to buck these trends! We have increased 

the amount of time pupils read for enjoyment in school, and have launched 

initiatives to promote reading. In coming weeks, we will launch a reading survey 

on ClassCharts to find out what they are reading and how much they are reading 

every week.

Alongside our work in school, we are focussing on encouraging pupils to read 

outside of school. We know that there are some incredibly popular writers and 

series – such as David Walliams and The Diary of a Wimpy Kid series – that 

millions of young people enjoy worldwide. While we don’t discourage these 

books (we believe that children should choose what interests them), it is easy 

to get stuck in a rut. Here, we include our suggestions for pupils who want 

something to read after their tried-and-tested favourites.

That’s the thing 

about books... 

they let you travel 

without moving 

your feet
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What to Read After... David Walliams
David Walliams is sometimes called Roald Dahl’s natural heir and he’s certainly an acknowledged fan. If you need any 

reminders of titles, please see this BookTrust round-up.

David Docherty and Chris Judge’s Danger is Everywhere and sequels Danger is Still Everywhere and Danger is Really is 

Everywhere.

Lemony Snicket’s Series of Unfortunate Events books, starting with A Bad Beginning, contains a villain that reminds us of 

some of Walliams’ comic villains 

Frank Cottrell Boyce’s Millions is a great read for any pupil who has enjoyed David Walliams’ Billionaire Boy

Andy Robb’s Geekhood: Close Encounters of the Girl Kind is funny and a great progression for pupils in Lower School.

What To Read After... Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Me, Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews is a fantastic book, but it does contain some adult themes. We would 

recommend this for readers 14+

Alex Rider by Anthony Horowitz is, like Diary of a Wimpy Kid a series of books. These are slightly more mature and action-

packed than Kinney’s invention

If you would like recommendations from Jeff Kinney himself, he says:

‘I recommend they re-read Wimpy Kid,’ he laughed. ‘No, I like the Big Nate books by Lincoln Peirce, and the Timmy Failure 

books by Stephan Pastis are good.

‘But I think that kids eventually find there’s not a huge jump between the Wimpy Kid books and Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson 

series and, of course, Harry Potter.

‘I think that Wimpy Kid is in a way at childhood’s end 

and kids who like these kind of books are eager to 

move on from them. For later, there’s a lot of great YA 

- I love Maggie Stiefvater, for example.’

Why not ask your child what they like reading and 

discuss new genres or authors that might interest 

them? You could even try reading a book at the same 

time and discussing your ‘most surprising’ or favourite 

moments. 
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Flu Vaccinations
Messages were sent home this week regarding nasal Flu vaccines for Year 7–11 children.

If you would like your child to receive the nasal flu vaccine in school, please follow the link below to complete an online 

consent form. Annual flu vaccinations are available this year to all pupils in Year 7 up to Year 11.

https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=143588&Type=FLU

The vaccinations will take place at school on 08/11/2021. The link will close on 24/10/2021. If your child has already had the 

Nasal Flu vaccine since September 2021 please disregard this message. 

If you have any problems accessing the link, or would prefer to provide consent via the telephone, please contact the 

immunisation team on 0333 358 3397 option 2 then option 1.

This link is also available to view on ClassCharts. 

Notices

Phones
A reminder that pupils are not allowed to use their mobile phones whilst on the school site. Phones must be switched off 

and in the bottom of their school bag. Phones should not be kept in the pockets of their blazers or trousers. If a pupil needs 

to contact home, for example if they are feeling unwell, they must do so via the Care and Achievement Coordinators. 

We would really appreciate your help and support with this matter. 

Thank you.
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Melbourne Primary School is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership. The Local 
Governing Body at Melbourne Primary School has a vacancy for a Governor – at 
this time we are not looking to recruit parent governors as all parent governor 
vacancies are full. 

Governors play a key role in the school. Working as a team to provide support 
and challenge and influencing strategies. We are hoping that members of the 
community will nominate themselves or others and help us by contributing 
ideas and influencing decision making. 

 Outlines of procedures for nominations are set out below but please feel free to 
contact me directly to talk informally about being a School Governor. 

The Local Governing Body is made up of parents, teachers and other members 
of the community. Twice per term the Governing Body meets to support the 
work of the school, and together with the Head of School is responsible for 
making sure that the school provides a good standard of education for pupils. 

If you would like to become a Governor please contact me using the following 
email address: kfoxton@mcps.org.uk

Governor Vacancy
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STARS 

Update
Mr Barrett writes:
In this edition of the newsletter I 
would like to update you on what 
Year 11 are looking at this half 
term in their STARS sessions.

This half term the Year 11 focus is on helping 

pupils to think about their next steps. Although 

they have only just started Year 11, they will very 

soon have to begin to make some decisions about 

what they want to do next and what direction 

they are heading in. Some pupils will already 

have a clear idea of what they want to do, but a 

number of pupils will not. The STARS sessions this 

half term will give them the information they need 

to make an informed decision.

I would also like to remind parents/carers of Year 

11 pupils of the Careers Fair that we are hosting 

on Wednesday 29th of September 16:00–19:00. 

Pupils have received a letter outlining the key 

information. There will be a range of exhibitors 

there representing Further Education, Higher Education, apprenticeship providers and a range of career roles. Also at the 

careers’ fair will be representatives from the Tigers Trust. The Tigers Trust are the local delivery partner of the excellent 

National Citizen Service (NCS) programme. This programme exists to give 16/17-year olds a programme of activities in 

their summer break after their exams. If you wanted to have an advance look at what the programme entails, the website is 

https://www.tigerstrust.co.uk/

I would also like to bring your attention to the Parent Perspective Podcast. As the name suggests, these podcasts have been 

produced with the specific aim of giving parents information about what opportunities are available to their young people so 

that parents can support their children to make their decisions from an informed position. https://amazingapprenticeships.

com/the-parent-perspective-podcast/

The final thing I would like to draw your attention to is the huge range of careers clips available on our My Learning platform. 

There are information clips on there from a range of professional across a range of career options that could give pupils key 

information to help them with their decisions. The video clips can be found in the Upper School STARS section. Why not 

have a look with your child this week?

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual 
respect and tolerance.

To do this we will:

 Always be honest and fair.

 Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

 Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an effective role in our local, national and   

 global communities.

S
SOCIETY
Of great Character.
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Of great Merit.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with 
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

To do this we will:

 Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.

 Arrive on time for lessons.

 Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.

 Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our   

 ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

A
APPEARANCE

Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our 
appearance.

To do this we will:

 Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.

 Wear the correct uniform at all times.

 Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.

 Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our    

 achievements, developing our own self-confidence and self-esteem.

 

R
RESPONSIBILITY

Of great Character.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own 
behaviour and learning.

To do this we will:

 Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.

 Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

 Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.

 Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and financial awareness, in order to   

 understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences  

 that await us in later life.

S
SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another 
harm through our words or actions. 

To do this we will:

 Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

 Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use offensive language.

 Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible, 

 whilst travelling to and from school.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and   

 prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.
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Oklahoma! Yeow!

Tanzania Summer 2018
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Mr Davies writes:

It is wonderful to see once again children using the whole school site 
as the rules around mixing and social distancing are relaxed and to see 

a return to some of the activities and opportunities that we cherish as part 
of our vision for holistic education at Woldgate School. Our first trip following the 
pandemic, an on-site expedition to allow children in Year 11 to complete their Duke 
of Edinburgh award in the summer, will herald the return to the sorts of visits that we 
saw prior to COVID-19. 

For example, in the coming weeks we will see tickets available for our visit to The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde at 

the York Theatre Royal in November and to Blood Brothers at the Alhambra Theatre Bradford in 2022. Geography fieldwork 

is being planned to take place shortly and the Battlefields trip will be launched prior to Christmas. 

We will be pleased to revisit the excursions and visits that the school has habitually 

offered. Some of these visits, like the Battlefields trip and our trip to Beth Shalom – 

the National Holocaust Centre and Museum – bring children closer to history and 

to some of the great tragedies and 

struggles of the last hundred years. 

These are memorable because of the 

weight and significance carried by the 

legacy of the events and those who 

lost their lives. 

Equally the excursions offered are 

intended to provide other lasting 

connections with subjects studied. 

For example, the visit by Physics pupils to Jodrell Bank and Drax or visits to 

Mathematics lectures and activities, theatre visits, and language exchanges. The 

Year 7 history trip to Rievaulx Abbey and Helmsley Castle. The Thackery medical 

museum. The Performing Arts trip to London. 

These visits have taken pupils across countries and continents with expeditions 

to Tanzania in 2018 and Vietnam in 2019. 

Cont. Over
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In addition to these we have our in-school offer: our 

partnership school in Uganda and the communication 

and visits between the two schools; our in-school 

productions and summer soiree; our work with the Peter 

Jones foundation that has seen children competing 

nationally and winning awards for their work in business 

and enterprise; our charities week for Sixth Form; Holistic 

education days; our Christmas Carol concert at the 

Church of All Saints as well as the touring orchestra from 

the BBC’s Ten Pieces.  

Such is the place that these visits have in our ethos and values that even in the 

midst of the pandemic – when children were working remotely – colleagues 

were keen to offer something beyond the traditional offer in the classroom. 

We hope that our live visits to the Deep and as well as talks from academics, 

and institutions such as the Jorvik Viking Museum and Theatre Royal offered an 

enriching and exciting experience at a time when we could not leave our homes 

for such activities and when the museums stood empty. 

I can’t omit the final activity of every academic year, it is a Woldgate tradition that 

all of us have greatly missed. The school walk, set to take place on the last day of 

the academic year allows the full school to explore the wonderful, serene, and 

distinctive scenery that forms the backdrop to our Woldgate. Seeing children and 

colleagues alike picnicking in the hills and dales is always a fitting end to the end 

of the year. Be assured, preparations are already underway!

Best wishes,

Mr G Davies 
Head of Curriculum and Assessment
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 19,907

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

1,900VALUE 1,556

CHARACTER 1,848

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

4,917 5,651

5,653

4,9484,917
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Amelia Pearson

Year 8:  Esther Bartle

Year 9:  Samantha Stones

Year 10: Lily Featherstone

Year 11: Lily Foster

Year 12: Shane Moffett

Year 13: Flo Fitzpatrick

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Ewan Rowland

Year 8:  Charles Roxby

Year 9:  Adam Lilley

Year 10: Dylan Winfield

Year 11: Alfie Robinson

Year 12: Sula Heseltine

Year 13: Olivia Rogers

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Rose Donarski

Year 8:  Rupert Sawyer

Year 9:  Eve Donarski

Year 10: Nathan Harper

Year 11: Finlay Gant

Year 12: Harry Cook

Year 13: Katie Craven

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 

Coordinators

Year 7

Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10

Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 8

Mrs A Carlill

07980 702715

acarlill@woldgate.net

Year 11

Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Year 9

Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Sixth Form

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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